Where to Watch the Prettiest
Sunsets on Earth: Ranked by Social
Media Popularity

| Introduction

Love chasing sunsets? Look no further for inspiration than TikTok and Instagram. From
tropical paradises to bustling cityscapes, sunset spots all over the world deliver those jaw-
dropping, share-worthy moments that make followers stop scrolling and start planning
their next adventure... but some places make that dusky glow feel all the more magical.

By analyzing sunset-related TikTok and Instagram hashtags, we at PrivacyJournal have
uncovered the world's most stunning and sought-after sunset destinations. Whether balmy
beach skies or otherworldly cityscapes are your thing, there's a sunset scene for everyone,
so check out our ranking and get inspired.

Key Findings

e Island destinations dominate: Tropical islands claim the majority of top positions,
with Bali, Santorini and Ibiza leading the pack. These destinations combine stunning
natural backdrops with Instagram-friendly accessibility, making them perfect for
capturing those share-worthy sunset moments.

e TikTok travel trends drive engagement: Bali leads with an astounding 153.4
million TikTok views for sunset-related content, demonstrating how short-form
video content has revolutionized travel inspiration. The platform's influence on
destination popularity is undeniable, with viral sunset videos driving real-world
tourism.

e European destinations shine: Despite geographical limitations, European
locations like Santorini, Ibiza and London's Primrose Hill rank among the most
photographed sunsets, proving that accessibility and cultural appeal often trump
purely natural beauty.

e Urban sunsets compete with natural wonders: Cities like Dubai, London and
Paris prove that metropolitan skylines can be just as captivating as pristine beaches,
with urban sunset spots attracting millions of social media posts and views.

e Best sunset spots span all continents: From Australia's Perth to Africa's Cape

Town, every continent contributes to the top 50, showcasing the global nature of
sunset appreciation and the universal appeal of golden-hour photography.
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Results

SANTORINI

Destinations TikTok Views Insagram Posts Total Score
1 Bali, Indonesia 153,400,000 209,120 100.0
Santorini, Greece 129,400,000 190,800 98.7
Ibiza, Spain 36,700,000 138,830 91.3
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4 Dubai, UAE 33,000,000 100,060 88.7
5 London (Primrose Hill), UK 27,000,000 93,020 87.4
6 San Diego, USA 18,300,000 102,750 86.4
7 Maui, Hawaii, USA 8,200,000 126,370 84.4
8 Paris, France 22,900,000 42,200 81.6
9 Maldives (various islands) 20,400,000 27,570 78.3
10 Key West, Florida, USA 3,400,000 67,470 76.7
11 Perth, Australia 3,200,000 43,330 73.5
12 Seattle, USA 2,100,000 54,440 73.2
13 Cape Town, South Africa 8,700,000 21,870 73.2
14 Melbourne, Australia 3,200,000 38,400 72.7
15 Mykonos, Greece 8,000,000 19,210 72.0
16 Los Angeles, USA 6,200,000 19,380 71.0
17 Vancouver, Canada 2,900,000 25,370 69.6
18 Sicily, Italy 5,600,000 11,380 67.1
19 | Santa Monica, California, USA 2,200,000 20,460 67.0
20 Zadar, Croatia 3,500,000 15,060 67.0
21 Uluru, Australia 1,500,000 20,810 65.5
22 Tokyo, Japan 2,900,000 13,440 65.4
23 Venice, Italy 1,200,000 23,120 65.3
24 Sedona, USA 1,900,000 13,210 63.6
25 Amalfi Coast, Italy 21,100,000 2716 63.3
26 San Francisco, USA 1,400,000 11,550 61.4
27 Mount Bromo, Indonesia 1,500,000 9752 60.6
28 Hong Kong, China 374,100 20,340 59.6
29 Singapore 650,000 13,930 59.4
30 Florence, Italy 2,800,000 5000 58.8
31 Zanzibar, Tanzania 1,400,000 7766 58.8
32 Sahara, Morocco 1,200,000 7266 57.7
33 Florida Keys, USA 372,400 13,330 56.8
34 Algarve Coast, Portugal 627,500 8286 55.9
35 | Grand Canyon, Arizona, USA 188,700 10,650 52.5
36 Prague, Czech Republic 592,300 5108 52.5
37 Bagan, Myanmar 1,100,000 3418 52.4
38 Dubrovnik, Croatia 471,500 4859 51.2
39 Gili Islands, Indonesia 313,000 5929 50.8
40 Edinburgh, Scotland 327,000 5720 50.7
41 Siargao, Philippines 902,200 2320 49.1
42 | Joshua Tree, California, USA 201,700 3801 46.0
43 Big Sur, California, USA 429,800 2227 45.7
44 Capri, Italy 1,500,000 1,000 45.7
44 Budapest, Hungary 1,500,000 1,000 45.7
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47 California/Nevada, USA 140,300 3982 44.8

48 Angkor Wat, Cambodia 241,600 2532 441

49 Serengeti, Tanzania 109,900 3723 43.3

50 Cappadocia, Turkey 105,500 3533 42.8

The World's Most TikTok & Instagram-Worthy Sunset
Destinations

The following top 10 destinations have the perfect combination of natural splendor,
accessibility and that indefinable quality that makes people reach for their phones the
moment the sun begins its descent.

1. Bali, Indonesia - The Golden Hour Champion

With 153.4 million TikTok views and over 209,000 Instagram posts, Bali reigns supreme as
the world's most social media-worthy sunset destination. The island's diverse landscape
offers countless vantage points, from the iconic clifftop temples of Uluwatu to the serene
rice terraces of Jatiluwih.

Bali's unique position along the equator ensures consistently spectacular sunsets year-
round, while its rich cultural backdrop — think ancient temples silhouetted against burning
skies — provides the perfect blend of natural beauty and cultural significance that social
media users crave.

Fun fact: The iconic Jatiluwih rice terraces create mirror-like pools during sunset, with over
600 hectares of ancient subak irrigation systems turning the landscape into a giant natural
staircase of golden reflections.



2. Santorini, Greece - Mediterranean Magic

Santorini's characteristic white-washed buildings perched on volcanic cliffs create an
instantly recognizable backdrop that has garnered 129.4 million TikTok views.

The island's unique geography, formed by ancient volcanic activity, provides an elevated
amphitheater effect that frames the sunset perfectly. The famous blue-domed churches of
Oia have become synonymous with Greek island romance, making every sunset photo feel
like a scene from a Mediterranean dream.

Fun fact: Those iconic blue church domes that appear in every sunset photo weren't
originally blue—they were painted to match the Greek flag during the 1960s military junta
as a symbol of national pride.



3. Ibiza, Spain - Party Paradise Meets Natural Beauty

Beyond its reputation as a nightlife destination, Ibiza's 36.7 million TikTok sunset views
reveal its softer side. The island's western coastline offers some of Europe's most dramatic
sunset viewing, particularly from venues like Café del Mar and Es Vedra's mystical
silhouette.

The combination of Balearic beauty and sophisticated beach culture fosters an atmosphere
where sunset appreciation becomes a daily ritual.

Fun fact: The rocky island of Es Vedra, which appears in countless Ibiza sunset shots, is
rumored to have magnetic properties so strong they interfere with ship compasses and
allegedly attract UFOs.



4. Dubai, UAE - Urban Desert Dreams

Dubai showcases how modern architecture can enhance natural beauty. The city's
spectacular skyline, featuring the Burj Kalifa — the world's tallest building, and other
architectural marvels, creates a futuristic backdrop for traditional golden-hour magic.

From the Burj Khalifa's observation decks to luxury beach resorts, Dubai offers multiple
perspectives on desert sunsets enhanced by human ingenuity.

Fun fact: From the Burj Khalifa's observation deck, you can watch the sun set twice — once

from the top floor, then race down in the elevator and catch it setting again from a lower
level.



5. London (Primrose Hill), UK - A Very British Sunset Experience

London's inclusion may surprise some, but Primrose Hill's elevated position provides
stunning views across the capital's iconic skyline.

The contrast between classical architecture and modern skyscrapers, all bathed in golden
light, creates uniquely British sunset moments that rival any tropical paradise. The park's
accessibility and year-round appeal make it a consistent favorite among both locals and
tourists.

Fun fact: The hill has inspired everyone from Charles Dickens to modern poets, with its
360-degree views offering dramatically different sunset experiences depending on London's
famously changeable weather.



6. San Diego, USA - California Dreaming

San Diego's high number of both TikTok views and Instagram posts reflects the perfect
California sunset experience. The city's extensive coastline, consistent weather and laid-
back culture create ideal conditions for sunset appreciation.

From La Jolla's dramatic cliffs to Mission Beach's gentle waves, San Diego offers diverse
sunset experiences that embody the California dream.

Fun fact: With over 260 sunny days annually and temperatures that rarely vary more than
20 degrees year-round, San Diego offers perhaps the world's most reliable sunset viewing
conditions.



7. Maui, Hawaii, USA - Pacific Paradise

Maui is the epitome of the quintessential tropical sunset experience. Haleakala National
Park offers one of the world's most famous sunrise experiences, while the island's western
shores provide equally spectacular sunset viewing.

The combination of volcanic landscapes, pristine beaches and Pacific Ocean horizons
produces breathtaking golden-hour moments.

Fun fact: Haleakala volcano's summit sits so high that visitors often watch the sun set
above a sea of clouds, creating an otherworldly experience.
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8. Paris, France - City of Light

Paris is the perfect example of how urban romance enhances natural beauty. Whether
viewed from the Eiffel Tower, Sacré-Cceur or along the Seine, Parisian sunsets combine
architectural grandeur with riverside charm. The city's carefully planned vistas and historic
monuments create countless opportunities for memorable sunset photography.

Fun fact: The Seine's 37 bridges each offer unique sunset perspectives, with the river's
gentle curves creating natural light reflectors that turn the water into liquid gold during
golden hour.

9. Maldives (Various Islands) - Tropical Perfection

With over 1,000 coral islands scattered across the Indian Ocean, the Maldives offers endless
opportunities for pristine sunset viewing. The combination of crystal-clear waters, white
sand beaches and minimalist luxury resorts makes the perfect setting for romantic sunset
moments.

Fun fact: Sitting just 1.5 meters above sea level on average, the Maldives offers

unobstructed 360-degree horizon views, making every sunset feel like you're floating on the
edge of the world.
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10. Key West, Florida, USA - American Caribbean Charm

Key West's 3.4 million TikTok views reflect the laid-back charm of America's southernmost
point. The daily sunset celebration at Mallory Square has become a beloved tradition,
combining natural beauty with community spirit.

The island's unique position allows for unobstructed western views over the Gulf of Mexico
and delivers some truly spectacular sunset experiences.

Fun fact: The crystal-clear shallow waters around Key West reveal the dark shapes of
historic shipwrecks beneath the surface, sometimes visible during calm sunset conditions
and adding mysterious shadows to golden hour photography.
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Continental Insights

Check Out These Breathtaking Sunsets Over Europe

European destinations claim four of the top ten positions, demonstrating that accessibility
and cultural richness sometimes outweigh purely natural advantages.

Santorini and Ibiza leverage their Mediterranean positions, while London and Paris prove
that urban environments can create equally compelling sunset experiences. Three more
European destinations—Mykonos, Greece; Sicily, Italy; and Zadar, Croatia—got a spot in the
top 20.

Asia-Pacific: Balmy & Beachy Sundown Spots

Led by Bali and the Maldives, Asian destinations capitalize on their equatorial positions and
pristine natural environments. These locations benefit from consistent year-round sunset
conditions and sophisticated tourism marketing targeting social media users. The region's
emergence as a digital nomad hub has further amplified its sunset destination status.

Asian hotspots known for their iconic skylines that marry urbanism and nature, like Tokyo
and Hong Kong, also feature in the ranking at numbers 22 and 28 respectively.

Where to Chase Sunsets in North America

From California's coastal perfection to Florida's tropical charm, North American entries
showcase the continent's diverse sunset offerings. In addition to San Diego (6) and Key West
(10) among the top spots are Seattle (12), Los Angeles (16), Vancouver (17) and Santa
Monica (19).

These destinations benefit from established tourism infrastructure and domestic social
media engagement, proving that spectacular sunsets exist in travelers' own backyards.

Africa & Australia's Golden Glow Zones

While fewer in number among the top destinations, African and Australian entries like Cape
Town, Perth, Zanzibar and the Sahara take spots on the ranking. This might indicate a
growing willingness to head farther afield for an idyllic sunset glow and unique cultural
experiences.
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Methodology & Sources

This comprehensive ranking was developed through systematic analysis of social media
engagement across 100+ global destinations. This was our process:

e TikTok views were collected using the platform's public hashtag data, focusing on
sunset-specific content for each destination.

e Instagram posts were counted using relevant sunset hashtags.

e Data was normalized and scores for each category were combined to create the
final ranking.

CEO Commentary

"What's fascinating is that people are chasing sunsets everywhere from tropical islands like Bali
to urban rooftops in London, proving that the perfect golden hour moment can happen whether
you're on a gorgeous beach or in the middle of a busy city."

Mauricio Preuss, PrivacyJournal CEO

About PrivacyJournal

PrivacyJournal is an independent online publication that provides

honest reviews of VPNs and online security products. Committed to
transparency, it helps users make informed decisions about digital
privacy while maintaining editorial integrity.
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